Why India is pursuing ties with the Taliban

ndian Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misn thos month meet the acting
forcign minister of the Taliban
government, Amir Khan Multagi,
in Dubal. This was India’s high-
est bevel of interaction with the
Taliban since the latier regained conirol
of Afghanistan in August 2021,
Applanding this important engage-
ment, the Afghan Foreign Ministry in
Kabul descmibed India
as 4 “sipnificant regional

alter the 3711 attacks, India had supporied
the povernments in Kabul bed by President
Hamicd Karzal and kater Presicent Ashral
Ghani. It akso provided development assis-
tance valwed at 53 billion for infrastructure
and cdwcation and health projects. This
earned extraordinary gpoodwill for India
amaong the Alghan people.

This period also withessed heavy
fighting between the Taliban and the
Rabul govermment. which
wias backed by a Us-ledd

g
and econamic partner,” .' intermational coalition.
affirmed s interest in India viewed the Taliban
sirengthening “paolitical The interaction as an extremist movemeni.
and] economic relations in Dubai was part Hemee, after Americas
with India,” reiterated that of a carefully withdrawal from Afghani-
“there is no threat from stan and the coming to
Afphanistan” and sought calhrates power of the Taliban in
the facilitation of Indian evolution of Feabal in 20:21, India ended
visas for traders, patlents India’s ties with its diptomatic presemnce and
and students "in order the Taliban development assistance,
to enhance diplomatic However, given the
relations.” No country has importance India pttaches

s far established formal diplomatic ties
with the Taliban government, though at
least 440 interact with Taliban officials,
some through resident missions.

Thi= interaction between the Invdian
loreign secretary and the Afghan acting
loreien mindster was part ol a carcfully
calibrated evolution of India'’s ties with the
Taliban. Following the destruction of the
Taliban “ernirate™ at Kandahar by US forces

to its historic bonds with the Afghan
peaple, in late 20028 it provided food and
medical assistance in the war-devastated
country. In June 2022 India recpened its
embassy in Kabul. This has heen described
as a “technical team”™ and does net entail
formal diplomatic ties with the Taliban
Eovernmendt.

Thie latest bilateral engagement in

Drhal signals a major wpaard frajectory in
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India-Afghanistan relations, 1t has largely
been mnfluenced by the Pakistan factor.
Islamabad has watchod the Taliban continoe
o provide sancluary to the militants of
Tehreek-c-Taliban Pakistan, wha regularly
condiect armed attacks in Pakistan.

The divide between the Pakistani
and Taliban governmenis has provided
[nidkia with the opportunity to explore
the prospects of constructive ties with

Though there is much value in the
engagrments being shaped with the
Taliban, the siftuation is not without its
uncertainties and challenges,

Firstly, the Taliban have not yvet
convinced India and large sections of the
international community that they have
shed their extremist persona,

Secondly, the movement is nol a united
hiouse; it 1= made up of several diverse

the Taliban and to revive groaips, some of which could
its links with the Afzhan e oppase improved ties with
pecple. In order o S8 Tmliae.
encourage a positive Indian Thirdly, the Taliban
response, the Taliban have The Taliban have o ot comtnod the wiolbe
reiterated that they will nol reiterated that country. There are motley
alloaw their termitory (o be they will not allow  opposition movements
used by movements hostile that could be instigated
to India. Ky lE‘!‘ﬂIl]-lj’ bo revive armed conflict
Besides India's interest to be used by azainst the Talihan and
in reengaging with the maovements pliunge the country into
Alghan people with health hostile to India fresh lghting.
and welfare support and The Taliban govern-
addressing its owm Conoerns ment is presently torn

relating to exiremist groaps, improved

fies with the Taltban will also serve India’s
longer-term geopolitical interests, This
pertains to using Iran's Chabahar Port to set
up links with Afghanistan and the Central
Asian repablics, This vision of logistical
conneciivity has been in place for at least
two decades but cowld mot be realized carlier
due o the conflict in Afghanistan. These
linkages can now be realistically pursued,

between its ideclogical commitments and
attendant affiliations with lke-minded
extremist groups and the need to obtain
external support to meet the development
needs of its people. India’s thes with the
Taliban may b expected to move forward
in line with continuing evidence that the
Taliban are fulfilling their commitmenis
on the terrorism issue and are capable of
inclusive and effective governance.



